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WELCOME! 

The new school year has brought a change of trustees to the FSA. We are all very grateful for the hard work and dedication of Ali Mullins and Karen Handley over their time on the committee. We are looking forward to a very busy calendar of events this term, and are hoping for lots of parental support to help us reach our fundraising target of £5,000 by next summer!
· The Summer Fete raised over £1,300 despite being held on an unfortunately wet and windy day!
· Providing the Charlton Horethorne Gardening Club with refreshments while they borrowed our hall to stage their annual Show raised £107.61.
· For the first time in several years there was a Summer ‘Fun Day’ in the village and the school’s famous woodlice racing raised £72! 
· The next FSA meeting is on Wednesday 2nd October at 3.15pm. Please come along and share your ideas!
Some dates for your diary………

Wednesday 12th October – Coffee & Cake 3pm

Friday 21st October – Last day before Half Term
Harvest Service in the Church 1.45pm
Luxury Shopping Evening, Village Hall 6.30pm

Monday 31st October – Fancy Dress Day, Spooky Stories    and hot chocolate in the hall at 3.15pm

Thursday 10th November – OPEN DAY 

Thursday 17th November – Bags to School Collection
Friday 18th November – Comic Relief/Children in Need
Friday 25th November – Provisional Christmas Fayre 
Thursday 1st December – Christmas Activity Afternoon with pre-school
Thursday 1st December – Coffee and Cake 3pm School Hall
Monday 5th December – Christmas Production Dress Rehersal
Tuesday 6th December – Christmas Production 6.30pm

Weds 7th December - Christmas Production 6.30pm

Thursday 8th December – Christmas Lunch 
Saturday 10th December – Provisional Parents Christmas Social 
Monday 12th December – Open Class 3.15pm
Tuesday 13th December - Carol singing at Village Shop 11am
Wednesday 14th December – Carol singing at Morrisons
Thursday 15th December – Children’s Christmas Party
Friday 16th December – Last Day of Term

Christmas Service in the Church 1.45pm
Thursday 5th January – School Re-opens
Does anyone have any ideas or thoughts for the parents Christmas Social this year?
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OPEN DAY
On Thursday 10th November the school is holding an Open Day for parents of prospective pupils. The school will be operating as normal so anyone who visits can see what goes on during an ordinary day. The Chipmunks Pre-school group will be on in the hall during the afternoon where visitors are welcome to participate and tea and cake will be served. 
It would be absolutely invaluable to the school to boost its 2012 intake and this is a great way to advertise our lovely environment to parents of local children. If anyone knows somebody with a child due to start school in 2012 who would benefit from an invitation please let the office know!
The school and grounds need to be tidied and smartened up beforehand, so if anybody would like to volunteer any of their time to help then please come forward asap!
Similarly, we would like to have some parents around the school on the day. Our new Secretary, Elle Wilson, has pointed out that when viewing a school, parents are usually taken on a tour by the Headteacher, and don’t actually get to speak to any current ‘service users’, who could perhaps offer a more relevant insight on certain matters. If you have some free time on Thursday 10th, we would be very grateful if you could spend a little of it in school talking to any visiting new parents and answering their questions. It seems there are things parents would like to know about a school that they couldn’t ask the Headmaster!
There may even be some spare tea and cake!
CHRSITMAS 2011
Christmas is always a very busy time for the FSA, there are so many things going on that any help that any parents can offer at any time is very valuable and most gratefully received by the school. Christmas is a very nice time to get involved with FSA as there are lots of small jobs that don’t require a huge commitment! Can you help in any of the ways listed below?
At the Christmas Productions parents are needed to hand out refreshments and sell raffle tickets. Raffle prizes are always needed too!

Last year the school staged a Christmas Lunch for pupils and staff. The Hub kitchen at King Arthurs is able to provide us with the hot food in thermo containers, but we need several parents to collect the food, prepare the hall and serve the meal, as well as tidy up afterwards!
This year’s Christmas Party will be held on December 15th in the afternoon. The FSA provide party food for the children and arrange a SPECIAL GUEST to visit! 
There is a provisional date of Friday November 25th for our Christmas Fayre. There is still much planning to be done here, so if anyone would like to be part of a small ‘working party’ to organise this please come forward asap.
There’s always a need for baking in the school! Particularly mince pies for the Christmas Productions, cakes for the coffee&cake afternoons and cakes for the stall at the Shopping Evening.
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2012 Ideas and Plans
Next year, 2012, is the 125th anniversary of the school’s inception. It’s pretty humbling to think that all those who attended and taught at the school when it first opened in 1887 are no longer with us, but equally awesome is the fact that the school is still here on the same site!  
2012 is also the year of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the first year since 1914 that the UK has hosted the Olympic Games. 

The official Jubilee weekend is June 2nd-5th, and the Olympics are 27th July till the 12th August. 

The school would like to do something pretty special to celebrate this landmark, possibly involving the village as a whole. 

If you’d like to get involved with this and help to plan 2012’s schedule of events, please get in touch with Liz Graham. 
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Luxury Shopping Evening
On Friday 21st October the FSA is holding a ‘Luxury Shopping Evening’ in the Village Hall. This will be our major fundraiser for this term, and it’s vital the event is well attended as we have lots of different exciting stalls coming along. The FSA will be deriving its profit from the traders’ table fees, door receipts, raffle tickets and sale of teas/coffee and cakes.  The Village Shop has very kindly agreed to help us with the wine and nibbles, and we have a stunning poster that’s currently advertising our event in the local area. 
On the evening we will need any help parents can offer with the set up and decoration of the hall, we have rented it from 4.30pm to give us plenty of time. Helpers are also needed on the evening to assist with
· Helping organise the stallholders when they arrive

· Manning the door and greeting people 

· Serving wine and nibbles

· Making teas and coffees and running the cake stall
· Baking beforehand for the cake stall
· Clearing up afterwards!
Even if you don’t wish to get involved or can’t attend on the evening, please spread the word among family and friends. Liz Graham has a large amount of poster and flyers to advertise this event. If you could display a poster somewhere prominent or hand out some leaflets to your friends or colleagues please see Liz asap.
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General reminders
VOUCHERS PLEASE – The school is currently collecting Nestle Books for Schools Cereal Box tokens and Morrisons ‘Let’s Grow’ vouchers. There are boxes for these in the conservatory, and the school is able to exchange the vouchers for free equipment and books. Please spread the word among friends and family too!
100 CLUB – There are still some places available in the 100 club. For those of you unfamiliar with the concept, subscribers pay £12 per year to be entered into twelve monthly draws with 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes of £20, £10 and £5. The remaining funds go to the school, and the odds of winning are much more favourable than the Lottery! You can sign up anytime by seeing Katherine Vaughn in the school office. 

CHIPMUNKS PRE-SCHOOL GROUP – The Charlton Chipmunks Pre-School Group is held every Thursday during term time at 1.30pm in the school hall. For just £1 per session, pre-schoolers and parents/carers can come along to the school hall and enjoy over an hour and a half of fun, creativity, supported games and play. Snacks and tea/coffee/squash are provided. This is a really lovely way to introduce small children to the school and a great meeting place for local parents.
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